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had awaited him at Woodstock, and he had been
rejoiced at the confident hope she gave him.     He
tells Wolsey the news formally,  and says that he
will remove the Queen as little and as quietly as
may be to avoid risk.      Soon all the diplomatists
were speculating at the great  things that  would
happen when the looked-for prince was born ; and
it was probably the confident hope that this time
Henry   would   not   be   disappointed,   that   made
possible  the success  of Wolsey's policy  and  the
marriage  of   the   Princess   Mary  with  the   infant
Dauphin.      Of Wolsey's  magnificent   feasts   that
accompanied   the   ratification   of   peace   and   the
betrothal on the 5th October, feasts more splendid,
says the  Venetian   ambassador,   than   ever   were
given   by  Caligula or Cleopatra,   no account can
be given   here.    It  was  Wolsey's great triumph,
and  he  surpassed   all   the   records   of   luxury  in
England in its celebration.    The sweet little bride
dressed in cloth of gold stood before the thrones
upon which her father and mother sat in the great
Hall of Greenwich, and then,  carried in the arms
of  a   prelate,   was   held  up  whilst the  Cardinal
slipped the diamond wedding-ring upon her finger
and blessed her nuptials with the baby bridegroom.
That the heir of France should marry the heiress
of   England  was   a   danger   to    the   balance   of
Europe, and especially a blow to Spain.    It was,
moreover, not a match which  England could re-
gard with equanimity; for a French King Consort
would have been repugnant to the whole nation,
and  Henry could never have meant  to  conclude
the marriage finally, unless the expected heir was
born.    But alas ! for human hopes.    On the night